VTHE COVMIPTROLLER GENERAL

OF THE UNITED STATES
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20548
b
FILE: B~185414 . _ DATE: December 19, 1975
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DIGEST:

Since protester did not protest allegedly restrictive
IFB specifications prior to bid opening, its .protest
is untimely and not for consideration.

This is a protest by International Engineers, Inc. (IEI),
against the award of a contract to Radar Electric Company, Inc.
(Radar), under invitation for bids (IFB) No. NASO 6-35218, issued
by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Seattle, Washington. IEI contends that the technical specifica-
tions were restrictive and, therefore, true competitive bidding
was not permitted. :

We have been_informally advised that bids were opened on

October 14, 1975. - Section 20.2(b) (1) of our Bid Protest Proce-

dures, 40 Fed. Reg. 17979 (1975), provides that protests based
upon alleged improprieties in solicitations which are apparent
prior to bid opening shall be fileéd prior to bid opening.. IEI's
protest was received in our Office on November 20, 1975. There-
fore, the protest is untimely and will not be considered by our.

Office. .
- Paul G. Aﬁié\

General Counsel






